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Ms. Gonzales Mrs. Bergen Mr. Ellington
Dillian Schnoebelen 

staff writer, The Challenge
The newest teacher in the I building is 

Ms. Gonzales. She teaches both Econ/Govt 
and US history. She was 
a student teacher with Mr. 
Wittenwyler last year and 
is happy to have her own 
class this year. She was 
born and raised in Phoe-
nix, as was her father, al-

Angel Boyce
Staff Writer, The Challenge

Have you ever wondered what our counsel-
ors did before coming to Thunderbird? Well, 
here is Mrs. Bergen’s story. 

Before Thunderbird, Mrs. Bergen used to be 
a counselor at Saguaro High School in Scotts-
dale, Arizona. “It was the first school I worked 
at. I had a lot of connection with the student 
because I also worked at the boys and girls 
club,”  Mrs. Bergen said. She moved to Thun-
derbird because it was closer to her house. She 
also stated that she loved being closer to Zia’s! 
She then went on to talk about her love of Zia 
Records. “My brother and I would go at least 
once a week to Zia’s.” She told me. Her brother 
would drive to Zia since they lived in the area 
but not close enough to 
walk. Mrs. Bergen stated 
that she lived in Arizona 
for her whole life. She also 
stated she is very happy 
to be a counselor here at 
Thunderbird. “The students 
here are so nice!” she said. 

Margo stokebrand 
staff writer, The Challenge

Mr. Ellington is Thunderbird’s new Read 180, ELL, and 3-4 
English teacher. Mr. Ellington has come from a rival Washington 
High School, to take the position at his old high school. Mr. El-
lington graduated from Thunderbird in 2009, after playing Base-
ball and partaking in several clubs. Mr. Ellington is also leading 
the Creative Writing club that started this year, and is co-advising 
the gaming club with Mr. Unsworth. 

Before coming to Thunderbird, Mr. Ellington 
worked at Washington for 3 years teaching the 
same classes he teaches here. 

He was also an elementary gym teacher at 
Canyon Pointe for 2 years. Mr. Ellington has 
never been a sports coach, but he loves to find 
students that share a baseball passion and want to 
talk with him. Mr. Ellington is a huge Diamondbacks fan and is 
welcome to any sports fans that want to talk. In general, Mr. El-
lington is a fan of anything fantasy, nerdy, or sporty, so visit him 
anytime you are interested in meeting him and talking! 

Kevinjonah Paguio
sports editor, The Challenge

Ms. Bond is a new English teacher here at 
Thunderbird High School. This 22-year-old 
woman has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education 
from Arizona Christian University, and is ex-
cited to teach the students at 
Thunderbird. Before start-
ing her teaching career at 
Thunderbird, she worked as 
a math tutor at Mathnasium, 
a math-learning center, for 
about four years. Now, she is teaching English 
to five classes, three freshman and two junior.

“For my juniors, they are students that are 
more self-motivated. They are already prepared 
for the future. That’s why I give them more 
freedom in class. This doesn’t mean that I leave 
them to do whatever they want. I still have ex-
pectations, but they already meet them since 
they have a past experience to build on.” Mov-
ing on, she talked about her life in general and 
her future plans. Ms. Bond wants to continue 
teaching until her services are no longer needed. 
After teaching, she plans to become a novelist 
and would like to get married one day.

However, she just wants to focus on the pres-
ent and the tasks that she has. Overall, Ms. Bond 
is a person that is optimistic for the future, but 
will focus on the present and her students. She 
wants to give the best to her pupils and wants to 
see them succeed.

margo stokebrand
editor in chief, The Challenge

Mrs. Arnold is one of THS’s new coun-
selors this year, joining the T-Squad team 
from Barry Goldwater. She was a counselor 
there for 6 years, and before that she was 
a teacher for 17, teaching 5th through 8th 
grade at several different schools. Mrs. Ar-
nold focused on English and the Language 
Arts when she was teacher, and eventually 
found counseling to be a fun, new option.

Mrs. Arnold knew she enjoyed working 
within the district, and saw Thunderbird as 

an opportunity to continue 
helping students. Mrs. Ar-
nold was a swim coach 
at Barry Goldwater for 5 
years.

While Mrs. Arnold is 
not going to be coaching 
any teams this year, but 
she’s still welcome to talk-
ing and learning about how 

our teams are doing.
Mrs. Arnold loves to meet and talk with 

the students and learn about who’s taking 
on what classes and teams, and says that 
one of her favorite parts of counseling is 
when she “gets to watch and help kids form 
their future.” 

Zach ziebarth
busniess editor, The Challenge

Students were shocked to hear about the departure of Mr. Hut-
son, the old band director, during the summer. Hutson had many 
reasons for his resignation, but one of the major reasons was be-
cause he believed he had found someone who he knew would be 
perfect for his position after he had gone. That’s where Mr. Wiliford 
comes in.

Already the man has made quite an impression 
on the THS Marching Band by showing full dedi-
cation to the new Danny Elman show for this year. 
He even managed to keep on the old staff from last 
year as well as adding in some new faces. The man 
has a knack for switching from playful to serious or 
vice versa just when each moment calls for it.

Mr. Wiliford had been interested in directing 
bands when he graduated high school, but became 
a professional road musician touring around the country and even 
outside the states. After he had soaked up his time in the limelight 
he decided to continue on into his love for band direction and shar-
ing music. For the last two 
years he was a director for the
Moon Valley High School band 
and before that directed the 
Deer Valley Marching Band. 

He has described his favor-
ite part of instructing bands 
as, “watching students come 
together and take care of 
each other, and watching the 
growth, musically, that happens 
throughout the year.” Wili-
ford’s hopes for this year are to 
continue T-bird’s great music 
tradition as well as to improve 
and become better.

Meet the newbies: Thunderbird welcomes new faces to staff

Ms. Bond

Mr. Wiliford

Mrs. Arnold

margo stokebrand
editor in chief, The Challenge

Mrs. Dettmar is a teacher from the 
Next Step program that got brought into 

the Thunderbird family this year with her promotion. Mrs. Dettmar is now the “senso-
ry integration program teacher” or SIP for short. She originally came 
to Thunderbird seeing that the THS program had a better transition 
for her students into the real world than her past one did. 

Mrs. Dettmar has worked with autistic, emotionally, and physi-
cally challenged students and has been participating in programs 
like Next Step all throughout her entire career. She’s spent 18 years 
teaching at high schools, some of those years spent at Peoria and 
Ironwood, and over 20 years teaching K-8. 

Mrs. Dettmar

though her mom is from Alaska. She teaches 
because she enjoys high school students, 
and hopes she can have a positive impact on 
the students. She loves the district and wants 
to teach at one of the top schools in it. Her 
love for history drives her  to teach it, and 
she thinks it applies to real life and is 
impor-tant because of that. She is in a 
position she enjoys currently and hopes to 
be successful and to turn out successful stu-
dents, and hopes for a good first year.

Mrs. Pirehpour
caitlin hooker

managing editor, The Challenge
Launching in the 2017 school 

year, Thunderbird High School received 
many new teachers and faculty 
members. However, Mrs. Pirehpour has 
filled one of the overlooked, but arguably 
most important, positions on the staff. 
She works with stu-dents with disabilities 
in reading, and she could not love her job 
more. 

She says that her favorite part 
of her job is the students. “I love them, 
they’re great,” she said with a smile on her 
face. Mrs. Pirehpour looks forward to her 
students making progress and learning to 
truly love reading.



COUNSELING and CA-
REER CENTER:

The Counseling Center
welcomes Ms. Arnold and 

Mrs. Bergen to the department!

Ms. Arnold is coming to
us from Barry Goldwater 

High School where she was a 
counselor for the last 6 years. 
Prior to becoming a counselor 
she spent 17 years teaching 
5-8th grade.

Mrs. Bergen is coming to
us from Saguaro High

COUNSELINGcorner
School where she was a coun-
selor for the last 4 years! 

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

 Here are the 
counselors and 

their assigned letter groups:

Ms. Austin- X8902- E, F, H, 
J, K, V, W, X, Y (ELL)

Ms. Arnold- X8923- A, L, S, 
U (IEP’s)

Mrs. Bergen- X8925- B, C, 
D, O, R, T

Mr. Riney- X8921- G, I, M, 
N, P, Q, Z

All Counseling Center per-
sonnel are here to help 

your student be successful on 
THS’ campus and in any post-
secondary endeavors.  Please 
feel free to contact any of us 
anytime!

DID YOU KNOW?...

Seniors, you should ap-
ply to college if you’re 

university-bound!  Access appli-
cations for all universities online. 
Students planning for communi-
ty college can apply this coming 
Spring.

Seniors, you should also fill
out the FAFSA starting Oc-

tober 1st.  All students who want 
to attend post-secondary educa-
tion should fill out the FAFSA to 
have an accurate view of what 

financial help they can receive 
federally. THS is hosting a 
FAFSA Workshop on October 
2nd from 6-8pm. Please plan 
on attending in order to get the 
help you need with filling out 
the FAFSA correctly.

Freshmen parents, if you
have not scheduled your 

ECAP/4-year Plan meeting 
with your child’s counselor yet, 
please call to do so. During the 
meeting we discuss gradua-
tion requirements, high school 
courses and post-secondary 
plans. Don’t miss out on help-
ing make your high school ex-
perience successful!

Questions? Comments?
Concerns?  Call Coun-

seling at 623-915-8915 with 
inquiries.

Dean emphasizes 
no tolerance for any 
form of harrassment

Hello Chief parents, 

Each day, you as parents trust 
us with your beloved children 
with the expectation that we 
keep them safe and sound. We 
here at Thunderbird High School 
work every day to not only meet 
your expectations, but to exceed 
them.  

Thunderbird High School does 
not, and will not tolerate 
students being verbally 
harassed and/or bullied for any 
reason, and those students who 
engage in these activities will 
face disciplinary consequences.  

The Thunderbird 
administration, as well as 
counselors and the social worker 
are available to assist any 
student who feels they are 
being harassed or bullied on 
campus or through social media.  

Students should enjoy coming 
to school each day as they get 
high quality education. If you 
have any questions or concerns 
please contact me at 
623-915-8911.

John Pierzchala 
Assistant Principal

Discipline and Attendance

Open House welcomes parents 
with Chief pride, performances

On August 22, 
Thunderbird wel-
comed hundreds 
of parents to cam-
pus for our annual 
Open House. 

The perform-
ing arts depart-
ment amazed the 
crowds with their 
acts infused with 
Chief spirit.

Student Council bonds through cake contest, 
attends annual convention as ‘toon’ characters
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Public Notification of Nondiscrimination
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its 
programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect 

of their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment or 
access to any of the programs available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and 
fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or participation 
in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring or employment 

practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Dis-
crimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or 

requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated com-
pliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301

Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación:
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, 

género, edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso 
a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee 
el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de 
Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a 

cualquier de sus programas disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y 
formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni 
la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus 

contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda 

Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadoun-
idenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de 

cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director 
de Operaciones y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 

N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301.
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Upcoming Events
Jenn Kekic
Career Center 

The Career Center is hosting a a FAFSA night on October 2 in the 
Media Center Computer Lab. The event will be 6 to 8 in the evening.

On October 4, the UofA application workshop for seniors will begin at 
8 am in the Career Center.

On November 2, there will be a night to learn more about Grand 
Canyon University. It will be at 6 in the evening in the Thunderdome, 
located in the A buildling. 

Glendale Union High School District offers healthy meals every 
school day in compliance with the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 
2010.  Breakfast costs $1.50; lunch costs $3.00. Ala Carte options are 
also available for purchase.  MyPaymentsplus (https://www2.mypay-
mentsplus.com/welcome) is an online application that allows parents 
to pay for meals, view cafeteria purchases, receive low balance alerts, 
or enroll in autopay. Students are allowed to charge up to $9 without 
adequate funds on account. 

GUHSD also participates in the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast Programs which allows for students who qualify to receive 
meals at a discounted rate.  Students may qualify based on household 
size and income. Please contact Mary Perez (623) 435-6040 or your 
school’s cafeteria office if you have questions regarding eligibility. 
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Homecoming Week
Spirit days are TBD

Homecoming theme: A Night in Paradise (Hawaiian)
Friday 10/27: Assembly during the day, Carnival  and 
parade after school, football game vs. St. Mary’s
Saturday 10/28:  Dance in Main Gym

•Practice reading skills when reading the directions for their work station
•Practice counting and math skills when gathering and loading correct number of items into bag
•Exercise fine and gross motor skills through various steps in the process
•Practice communication skills and building complete sentences
•Practice organizational skills
•Practice teamwork and cooperation with others
T he T hunderbird Sensory Integration Program will continue this unique way to enhance their 
learning experiences twice a month throughout the year!
Desert Mission Food Bank dates: October 17 and 31, November 7 and 16, December 15, January 
23, February 6 and 20, March 6, April 10 and 26, May 8 and 17.

SIP program visits Desert Mountain Food Bank
T he T hunderbird Sensory Integration Program visited the Desert Mission Food Bank on 

Friday, September 15, for a community service outing.  T he students were very excited about 
the opportunity!  T he class had the chance to be a part of a wonderful program that gives back 
to the local community.

Our service included creating “Snack Bags” for local elementary school students who are in need.  
This provided those students with food to take home over the weekend.

The community service outing not only allowed our students to help the community, but also 
provides great academic and social skills practice.  Through this experience, students were able to:




